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METROPOLIS TRAGEDY,

Dr.   A.   M.   Covington   Shot   and   Killed   By   Marshal  “Dump” Oakes.

OFFICER PERHAPS FATALLY SHOT

Dr. Covington Had Been Warned To Drive Away Several Disreputable Women--- Shot the Officer In the Back.

GREAT EXCITEMENT OVER THE KILLING

   Metropolis, Ill, was the scene of a bloody tragedy last night, as a result of which Dr. A. M. Covington, one of the best known characters in Southern Illinois was shot and killed, and City Marshal “Dump” Oakes, perhaps fatally injured.

    A Metropolis Herald Extra issued at 3 o’clock this morning, gives the following account of the killing:

   “Last night at 10 o’clock, City Marshal W. E. Oakes went to the Covington Hotel on Front Street and stepping into the bar room said to Dr. A. M. Covington, the proprietor:

   “ ‘ Doc, you must get rid of those women. Send them off on the little boat in the morning or I will have to come here and pull the whole bunch.’ or words to that effect.  

      “Scarcely had the words been uttered when the marshal turned to go.  As he did so Covington said. ‘Got enough of it, eh’, and then fired. The ball entered the marshal’s back just below the heart and came out the breast tearing an ugly hole.

    “The wounded officer ran out the door wheeled about and in much less time than it take to tell fired four shots at Covington. Officer Mc- Glasson who accompanied Oakes fired two shots from the office door, having been threatened by Covington’s gun.  One shot and the fatal one, entered just above Covington’s heart and lodged against the shoulder blade; another merely scraped his right hip. The other four shots went wild.

   “Marshal Oakes and Officer McGlasson then started walking to the Julian Hotel. Just before crossing the alley below the hotel Oakes fell in a faint to the sidewalk and began bleeding profusely.  He was carried at once into the hotel and medical aide summoned.   Quickly as possible the wound was dressed. The doctors at first probed for the bullet but later, found it in one of the officer’s socks, where is had fallen after going entirely through the body.

   “A cot was secured and the wounded officer was taken at once to his home on Seventh Street, where every means known to medical science were resorted to throughout the night to save his life.  Dr. Covington’s body was laid out on a cot in the hotel parlor where it was seen by many soon after the tragedy.  At 10:45 Coroner Ragsdale took charge of the body and a jury was summoned at once.

   “It seems that last evening a number of new women of the soiled dove variety came to the Covington Hotel to stop.  Marshal Oakes learned of this and he, with Officer McGlasson went to the hotel to see the doctor and have a talk with him in regard to allowing them to stay there.

   “They did not expect trouble, although as usual were prepared for any emergency.  Covington said but little in reply but as Oakes turned to go out fired a shot. Officer McGlasson, who participated says he could hardly realize what was happening until the fearful tragedy had been enacted.

   “It is thought by some that Covington was under the influence of liquor. When the Fowler [ferry boat] came in he went down to the wharf and was (seen) laughing and joking more than usual.”
   Coroner Ragsdale held an inquest and Marshal Oakes was able to testify, his evidence being in accordance with the above.

   The body was viewed and examination revealed two wounds only upon the deceased. One bullet entered the left breast two and a half inches above the nipple ranged through the body and lodged just beneath the skin about two inches below the right shoulder blade.   In it’s course the bullet passed through the upper half of the heart.   The other wound was on the left hip where the bullet had scraped the skin about six inches. The bullet was found in the left hip pocket.

   An examination of the bar room revealed four bullet holes in the wire screen door made from the outside. Two bullets had lodged in the wall directly facing the street door.  There were about three feet above the floor.

   Dr. Covington, the deceased, was about 46 years old, and leaves four children, three sons, and one married daughter.  He had four years lived in Metropolis, and kept a dive, and had often been in trouble there as well as here.   He often came to Paducah and was sell known here.

   “Marshal W. E. Oakes, better known as “Dump” is about 33 years old, and has been marshal about two months.  He was elected to fill the unexpired term of the late Marshal Gus Grouch, who was killed there by Clem Furguson and Leslie Taylor, two residents of this county [meaning McCracken}, who are now in jail there.

   At press time this afternoon Marshal Oakes was reported doing well.  The verdict of the coroner’s jury was:  “We find that he came to his death by a gunshot wound on Monday, June 3, 1901, about 10:15 p.m.  Said gun was in the hands of W. E. Oakes in the discharge of his official duty as marshal and is self defense and was fully justified.
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